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NotesNotesNotes   
“In Our Shoes” A Black History Month Program 

March 1st  - Congregational Meeting 

March 4th  - Lent Service 

March 8th  - Youth Group Mtg 

March 10th  - Neighborhood Watch Mtg 

March 11th - Lent Service 

March 15th - Council Meeting 

March 17th - Meal at the Mission 

March 18th - Lent Service 

March 22nd - Youth Group Mtg 

March 25th - Lent Service 

Church Events On Sunday, February 22 Grace and Peace hosted the 

Black History Month program “In Our Shoes” at Grace 

and Peace Lutheran Church.  Many brave souls ventured 

out into the cold, icy conditions on Sunday to attend and 

celebrate Black History Month with the Sounds of Grace 

Gospel choir and special visitors.  In addition to the many 

wonderful songs by the Sounds of Grace choir and     

featured vocalists Gina Mayes, Peggy Piper, and Warren 

Hale, the evening featured witness speakers and      

readings.  Member Mary Moore eloquently read her 

poem “I Ain’t Gonna Move.”  Fresh Air Pastor Ange  

Humphrey gave a rousing rendition of the Emancipation 

Proclamation.  Member witness Rachel Mayes shared a 

story of her encounter with racial intolerance that she 

faced and overcame as she moved up in the ranks at  

Alcoa.  Member witness Roberta Meyer shared how her 

friendship with fellow pastor Brenda Piper helped her to 

better understand that racial injustice is still alive in the 

21
st
 century.  Finally, to cap off a great evening, Pastor 

Cliff Herring from St. Matthews United Church of Christ in 

Evansville shared a rousing, emotional story of the 

Sounds of Grace choir coming face to face with a racist 

church in Texas.   The choir faced two options:  to leave 

the church or to stay and sing to an unwelcoming, racist 

congregation.  The choir stayed to sing and their strength 

and courage in facing this intolerant congregation was 

made powerful by Pastor Herring. 



Pictures from “In Our Shoes” Program 

Youth In Action 

 The Youth Group is having a Church Yard Sale on Saturday, 

April 11th, form 7am -1pm as a fundraiser to support youth       

projects.  We need your support!! 

  Please start rounding up items you would like to donate to 

this event.  Contact either Rachel Mayes 812-867-7164 or     

Takiyah Stewart at 812-303-2280 if you have items to donate. 

  Next Youth Group Meeting Dates are Sunday, March 8th and March 22nd.   We 

will be working on various projects surrounding the Youth Room. 

A Reflection on Stewardship 

By: Jeff Sackett, Pastor of South Santiago Lutheran Church in Clear Lake, MN 

 

 

A guest at a mission congregation's worship service lived in a halfway house.     

 

After worship they found bus tokens in the offering.   

 

When he told that story in our pastor's text study, someone asked,  

"What can a church do with those?"   

 

The answer was, "It doesn't matter.  He put in all he had".  



Well, let's see if we can wrap up this series of blogs about how we can make our church, Grace and 
Peace Lutheran, the church that folks want to be a part of. On the wall in the front hallway, you have 
probably noticed a poster telling why people want to go to church and why they do not. There seem to 
be a multitude of reasons why people do not want to go to church. The workshop I attended identified 
four principle reasons from among all of those listed on our chart. 
 
The workshop also presented ways we can overcome people's objections. Let me review these by pre-
senting a chart: 

When people walk into a church where they are not known and they do not know the congregation, it is 
easy for them to feel judged. I'll bet you have had that experience. You hope you are dressed right. 
Hope your hair is OK. If someone asks you a question, you wonder how much of yourself and your fam-
ily you should reveal. But if someone should walk up to you, give you a hug and talk a bit about them-
selves and their church (I have never had that happen), you can relax a bit and think that it is going to 
be OK.  
 
I don't like to be lectured to. Who does? The way we Lutherans, and most denominations, do church, is 
that there is a sermon in there somewhere. There are all kinds of preachers and all kinds of sermons. A 
sermon that warns the listeners about evil, judgment,, hellfire and damnation can sound like a lecture 
from someone who thinks they know it all. Grace and Peace is blessed with a Pastor (very soon) who 
preaches love and caring. But to someone who is not naturally outgoing and caring, even that may 
sound like a lecture. 
 
Our job is to let people know that we are just like them. We have questions too (boy, do I have ques-
tions!). Not just doubts, sometimes fears. And what do they think? What are their doubts and fears? We 
don't have all the answers, we are all seekers. 
 

~ Continued on next page. ~ 

Why Nobody Wants to go to Church Anymore 

Why people don't want to go to church How we can make our church irresistible 

I feel judged. Radical Hospitality 
You are welcome just as you are. 
You are loved, never judged. 
RIC 
Acceptance does not mean endorsement. 

I don't want to be lectured to. 
You don't care what I think. 

Fearless Conversation 
Your thoughts and doubts are welcome. 
We have thoughts and doubts too. 

Church people are a bunch of hypocrites. Genuine Humility 
We are all in this together. 
It is not about me. 
Beware of pride. 

Your God is irrelevant to my life. Divine Anticipation 
God is here, ready to connect with you. 
Come and see. 
Meet God in a fresh new way. 



3-1 - Charles Hildreth 

3-1 - Peggy Piper 

3-2 - Madelyn Gutscher 

3-8 - De’Vonte Jones 

3-8 - De’Andre Jones 

3-14 - Eunice Garnett 

3-18 - Keira Dart 

3-20 - Abby Walker 

3-23 - Aaron Walker 

3-23 - Luke Anderson 

3-23 - Sarah Travis 

3-31 - Robert Wallington 

3-3 - J. D. Jones 

3-8 - Thomas & Brenda Piper 

3-13 - John & Sharon Lee 

Please contact the church if you or someone in your family is 
sick, shut-in, hospitalized, or if there is a death in your family. 

 

Our Synodical Authorized Minister, Roberta Meyer, 
will be available to come and visit you. 

 

Call the church office to set up an appointment  
(812) 476- 8201. Or email gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

This Month at Grace & Peace 

Church people are a bunch of hypocrites. Are we? Do we ever act or talk as though we are better or 
wiser than others? What did Jesus think of hypocrites? Our answer to that criticism, true or not, is to be 
humble. To serve others in any way we can. To let the community know that we are all about love and 
service. 
 
What part does God play in your life? Is he guiding you and guarding you? Is he far away, unseen and 
unimportant? Some people think that God is not relevant to their lives. There may be a God who cre-
ated the world and us, but once he set our globe spinning and put life here, he pretty much went away 
and let everything happen as it would. They feel that God is not important in their life. Oh, but we can 
tell them and show them how real and present God is. Invite them to come and see. Tell them how real 
God is. We anticipate his presence among us in any situation. Tell them how we meet Jesus in the Holy 
meal. Tell them how we see Jesus (and thus see God) in one another. He is here, come and see. 
 
If you have been keeping up with my rambling story about making our church inviting, thank you for 
reading along. My purpose, however, was not just to tell you what I learned, it was to urge you to act. 
Remember and practice Radical hospitality, Fearless conversation, Genuine humility and Divine antici-
pation. 
 
God bless us all. 
Jeff 

Why Nobody Wants to go to Church Anymore Continued 



Financial 

You’ve Been Caught 

Don’t forget about the “You’ve Been Caught” program.  

Where we can recognize our church family for doing some-

thing special.  I will have blank cards available in the   

Narthex to fill out and turn into the  office.  I will include 

your special message in the next newsletter! Mary 

2-18-14 

Thank you Toni Beumer!  for coming in on a very 

cold day to take the time to shovel the sidewalk and 

put salt down.  I appreciate you thinking of the church 

and our members safety!  

 

Also, to my son, Hunter, for shoveling two days in a 

row to clear a path to get inside and for helping Toni 

so she didn’t have to lift the heavy salt bag.  ~ Mary 

2015 Monthly 2015

Budget Budget January

Total Budget Income 99,287.00$       8,273.92$         7,441.25$         

Total Budget Expense 99,287.00$       8,273.92$         10,059.97$       

Profit / (loss) -$                 -$                 (2,618.72)$        

 Our income for the month of January came in lower than budget but this does not take into ac-
count income we receive from the Fall Festival.  The two major expenses for the month of January were 
Vectren and our Benevolence to the I-K Synod.  Also, the Big Event meal in the approximate amount of 
$500 was outside of the budget.   

We have a few items coming up in the near future that need our focus and attention:   
   The “In Our Shoes” program in the month of February.   
   Deadline for the Vision Team 
   Finding a volunteer to Chair the 2015 Fall Fest 
   Finding a volunteer for the Treasurer Role 
 Finally, as of 2/2/15 we have $1125.76 in our checking with $1976.48 dedicated to the roof.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Brad Happe - Treasurer 



Mission of Grace 

GIVING ROOM SUNDAY: 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
         

On the 3rd Tuesday of every month 
 

Our Next Dinner is Tuesday, 
March 17th  

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
We’re having Ham and Beans! 

 
 
 
 

 

This month’s dinner will be held at  
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Corner of 1st Ave and Franklin St. 
 

The Mission of Grace 
An outreach ministry of  

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 
 

(We will be at Emanuel LC until Spring!) 

 

YOU really do make a   

difference!  Please continue 

to your generous giving!  

Below is the list of items we 

need for winter. 

Spring is coming!   
So is spring cleaning.  

 
However, many families in our area 

can't just reach under the cupboard to 
get cleaning supplies.   

 
For the next couple months lets fill the 

pantry at the Mission with cleaning 
supplies! 



Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 
200 South Boeke  

Evansville, IN 47714 

 812-476-8201 
E-mail: gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

March 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 
Congregational Mtg 
 

2 
6:30 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

3 
 

4 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Lent Service 
 

5 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 
 

6 7 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

8 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Youth Group Mtg 
 

9 
6:30 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

10 
7:00 
Neighborhood 
Watch Mtg 

11 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Lent Service 
 

12 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 
 

13 14 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

15 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 
Council Meeting 

16 
6:30 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 
 
 

17 
6:00 Meal at 
the Mission 

18 
9:30-1 Mission of 
       Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Lent Service 
 

19 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 

20 21 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

22 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 
Youth Group Mtg 

23 
6:30 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 
 
 

24 
 

25 
9:30-1 Mission of 
       Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Lent  Service 

26 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 

27 
 

28 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

29 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 

30 
6:30 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 
 
 

31 
 

    

       
  

    

Deadline for  

April 

Newsletter: 

FRIDAY, 

March 20th  



Church Council Members 
 

Synodical Authorized Minister – Roberta Meyer 
 

President – Luke Anderson 
 

Secretary – Don Smith 
 

Christian Education – Jeff Byrne 
 

Congregational Life – Toni Beumer 
  
Evangelism – Chris Byrne 
  
Fellowship – Ron Young 
 

Finance/Stewardship Team – Luke Anderson 
 

Property – David Meyer 
 

Social Outreach - Vicki Oshodi  
 

Treasurer – Brad Happe 
 

Worship and Music - Vicki Young 
 

Youth – Robin Zellner 
 

Vacancy Pastor - Rev. Tom Vanselow 

Our Mission is: 
To Proclaim God’s Grace 
And Share God’s Peace 

Through Love 
And Service 

To All. 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Children’s and Youth Sunday School 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Church Office: (812) 476–8201 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday 10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
 

Website: www.grace-peace.org 
Email: gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 

200 South Boeke Road 

Evansville, IN  47714-1330 
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