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Grace and Peace Fundraiser 

December 3rd - Advent Service 

December 7th  - Women’s Christmas Pty 

December 10th  - Advent Service 

December 14th - Youth Christmas  

    - Program / Big Event 

December 9th  - Youth Group Meeting 

    - Council Meeting 

December 16th  - Meal at the Mission 

December 17th - Advent Service 

December 24th - Christmas Eve Service 

December 25th - Christmas Day 

Church Events Grace and Peace has started a new fundraising project!  We are 

selling SCRIP Cards.  They are gift cards that can be           

purchased any time throughout the year.  A percentage of 

every card sold comes back to the church as profit!  There is 

no cost for use to participate in this program!   
 

All you do is let Mary know what card (s) you would like 

along with the payment and she will order the card.  The card 

will be in within the next week.  A master copy of available 

cards will be on the bulletin board in the main hall.  You can 

also visit their website at: 

www.shopwithscrip.com  
 

These make great Christmas presents.  However, they can be 

used for every day items too!   
 

Call Mary in the office for more info! 



♥ From Roberta’s Heart ♥ 

This week is the beginning of Advent.  On Saturday, November 

29, we will meet at the church at 9:00 for the hanging of the 

greens.  Come help decorate our church for this season. 

On Sunday November 30, we are beginning the season of      

Advent with a message to "Keep Awake!" for the coming of 

Christ.  Come start the church's new year with Sunday School 

and Worship at Grace and Peace.  Sunday School is a  9 am and 

Worship is at 10 am.  Come worship!!!!! 

Also at 2:00 come join the Fresh Air Community of Faith to 

study the Torah. 

This year we are worshipping during our midweek Advent Services with the       

congregations of Emanuel and Christ Lutheran churches.  Here is the schedule for 

these worship services: 

All services will begin with a meal at 6:00pm and worship at 7:00 on the three 

Wednesday's of Advent. 

December 3:  Services will be at Emanuel Lutheran Church, with 

Pastor Arlene Okey, leading. 

December 10: will be at Grace and Peace Lutheran Church, 

with Roberta Meyer, leading. 

December 17: will be at Christ Lutheran Church, with Dee Blackwell 

leading.  

Jesus came to earth to live with us and be in community with us.  These worship    

opportunities invite us to join together in community with others who are part of the 

Body of Christ. 
 

Please plan to join in the worship opportunity with our sisters and brothers from these 

churches.  



The Big Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Proclamation By Our Visitors from the First Thanksgiving Good day, how art thou 

this morn. I hopeth thou farest well. 

 

 We bringeth thee Good tidings and exciting information. Truly, we want to     

remind thee of day of celebration and feasting at Grace and Peace. 

Me thinks thee calleth this day the “Great Event!” 

 This is the day when thy youth leadeth worship with their Christmas pageant. 

After which all art invited to attend a feast in the parish hall. There will be a bounty 

of morsels to satisfy everyone’s palette. 

 After which all wilt participate in activities to helpth Grace and Peace see-eth 

thy vision for the future. Such things as this art for collecting information for all folk 

to be a part of listing the desires of the community, this includeth ye young and old, 

all ages. 

 The Big Event art on the 14th day of December. We bid thee marketh thy      

calendars and cometh to this day of feasting and fellowship. We pray this Big Event 

be finished by 1:30 on that fine day. Then we will Fare thee well. 

Grateful art we for bearing these good tidings. We must fare thee well, now, as there 

is many much to be completed for our Thanksgiving Feast!  



Grace and Peace Prepares for a New Year 

As the end of each year approaches, most of us begin to look back on the year and reflect on our accomplishments.  As we 

reflect, we realize that a new year is around the corner and that this new year offers us the opportunity to look forward and to 

grow greater from our experience.  Just as it is that time of year for us, so too it is that time of year for Grace and Peace.   

 

2014 has been a great year for us.  Some of our many accomplishments include: 

 

We became a Reconciling in Christ Congregation, one of a very few congregations in this part of the country to publicly 

open our hearts and doors to all people.    

Roberta Meyer has completed her first full year as our Synodically Authorized Minister.  We are blessed to have her as 

our spiritual leader.   

We had another fantastic year at the Fall Festival, even surpassing the profits of last year, something none of us          

expected!   

We have a new website.  I encourage you to visit the site if you have not done so yet:  www.grace-peace.org.   

We have an active and growing youth group.  Rachel Mayes, the Youth Director, has worked tirelessly in 2014 to grow 

and foster the youth at our church. 

The Mission of Grace has provided financial and spiritual support to countless people in need in Evansville. 

We have new, reliable tenants at our property on Elliott and Gum streets. 

We recently began to share our Boeke building with the Fresh Air Community of Faith.  This  relationship will bring 

new activity and opportunities for us in 2015. 

 

So, with 2014 slowly coming to an end, what are we going to do in 2015?  How are we going to develop into and through 

the new year?  Over the next couple of months, I encourage you to think about what God is calling you to do for the church.  

Lots of big events are planned in December and January.  From the stewardship drive and the annual congregational meeting 

to the "Big Event," I hope you have some time to reflect on your growing relationship with Grace and Peace. 

 

Below is a week of devotions that were written by ELCA pastor Paul L. Larson.  These devotions are designed to guide our 

prayerful consideration in regards to our giving.  Next month, I will share another week of devotions from this same pastor.  

Please take a moment to read and think through the passages and questions. 

 

Day 1 
"You are the light of the world."  (Matthew 5:14)  

 

      How does it make you feel to be told by Jesus that you are the light of the world?  

      Who has let their light shine in your life?  

      What does it mean for your everyday life that you are the light of the world?    

 

Day 2 
"Let your light shine, so that others may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. "  (Matt. 5: 14-46)  

 

How have let your light shine this past year?  

How do you hope to let your light shine even brighter during next year?  

What are the reasons you would like to be a "brighter light?"  

What have others seen in your life that caused them to glorify God?    

 

Day 3 
"I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  (John 8:12) 

 

How has Jesus been the light of your world?  

When you are lonely, sad, or stuck in the darkness of troubles, does the fact that Jesus loves you  

               more than life itself make you feel any better?  Why or why not?  

If Jesus is the light of your world, how might you help brighten the world for others?    
 

    

Continued on next page. 



Continued... 
Day 4 
"All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it." (John 1: 3-5)  

 

If all things came into being through God, what does that say about what we own versus what we are entrusted to man-

age? 

We enter this world with nothing and we leave this world with nothing.  In between God entrusts us to be stewards of the 

things he gives us.  How do you view your possessions: as something you own or something you are supposed to 

manage as a gift from God? 

If even life is a gift from God how do you feel we are called to live it?  

Darkness sometimes enters our world.  How has the light of God's love and grace shown forth in the dark times of your 

life?    

 

Day 5 
"Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another 

in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 

in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers." (Romans 12: 9-13) 

 

St. Paul would contend that if our love is genuine then these other attributes will follow naturally.  Do you agree?  Why 

or why not?  

It is easy to "lag in zeal" after we have engaged in an area of service for a long time.  Is it time to retire from some area 

of service so that you can engage in something you feel more passionate about?  If yes, what would that be?  

How do you contribute to the needs of the saints?  What would it require of you to contribute even more generously?  

What do you do to help Christ the King extend hospitality?    

 

Day 6 
"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."   (Matt. 6:21) 

 

If a person was to look at your financial records, where would they think your heart is? 

What percentage of your income is given to serve God?  

What items require a higher percentage of your income?  

How might you grow in your giving so that your treasure really is where you want your heart to be?    

 

Day 7 
"The Lord said to Moses: Tell the Israelites to take for me an offering; from all whose hearts prompt them to give you shall 

receive the offering for me. (Exodus 25:2)  

 

In Exodus we see the Israelites' hearts waver between  

gratitude for their deliverance from slavery and     

grumbling about wandering in the wilderness.  Where 

is your heart right now?  

What do you have to be grateful for?  

What would you like to grumble about?  

What is your heart prompting you to give?   

 

Luke Anderson, 

Council President 



Financial 

 The month of October we fell short on our budgeted income by almost $1700.  Our expenses were also 

higher than usual.  The two major expenses that affected this were our Quarterly taxes which were due in the 

amount of $1215 and we purchased Fire Extinguishers for the Boeke Property.  October overall was an excellent 

month because we had a net profit of a little more than $26,000 which will be able carry us through in 2015. 

 

 My focus for the next two months is to complete a 2015 budget and have it approved by council and the 

congregation.   At the beginning of 2015, after the W2’s and 1099’s are completed along with my wedding, I plan 

to incorporate RIC by participating in Evansville’s LGBT Community Events.  Some of these events include an 

AIDS benefit walk in April, an Evansville LGBT Picnic held at Burdette Park next summer and an August Candle-

light Vigil for people who died of Aids. 

 

Items that currently need G&P’s focus and attention are: 

Grace & Peace Fundraising Christmas Program 

Expectations and an Update from The Vision Team Deadline 

 

Finally, as of 11/8/14 we have $6595.37 in our checking with $2685.85 dedicated to the roof. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brad Happe - Treasurer 

2014 Monthly 2014 Monthly

Budget Budget October Variation

Total Budget Income 95,588.75$       7,965.73$         6,271.79$         (1,693.94)$        

Total Budget Expense 95,545.00$       7,962.08$         9,646.41$         1,684.33$         

Profit / (loss) 43.75$             3.65$               (3,374.62)$        (3,378.27)$        

You’ve Been Caught 

Don’t forget about the “You’ve 

Been Caught” program.  Where 

we can recognize our church 

family for doing something   

special.  I will have blank cards 

available in the Narthex to fill 

out and turn into the  office.  I 

will include your special      

message in the next newsletter! 

Mary 



12-01 - Mary Kunce 

12-03 - Dr. Tom Anderson 

12-06 - Brad Happe 

12-06 - Alyssia Oshodi 

12-11 - Starr McNary 

12-12 - Colleen Furgerson 

12-14 - Dee Dee Lawrence 

12-20 - Vicki Oshodi 

12-27 - Amy Eads 

12-27 - Rianna Johnson 

12-27 - Stacey Johnson 

12-28 - Owen Anderson 

26 - Kenneth & Debra Stewart 

Please contact the church if you or someone in your family is 
sick, shut-in, hospitalized, or if there is a death in your family. 

 

Our Synodical Authorized Minister, Roberta Meyer, 
will be available to come and visit you. 

 

Call the church office to set up an appointment  
(812) 476- 8201. Or email gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

This Month at Grace & Peace 

Upcoming Events 

 

December 3rd - Advent: Dinner at 6pm, Service at 7pm 
 

December 7th - Ladies Christmas Party, 2pm 
 

December 9th - Youth Group meeting 
 

December 10th - Advent: Dinner at 6pm, Service at 7pm 
 

December 14th - Children’s Christmas Program, 10am 

      Big Event! 
 

December 17th - Advent: Dinner at 6pm, Service at 7pm 
 

December 24th - Christmas Eve Service, 6pm 



Prayer for Grace and Peace Throughout Advent 

As we enter the season of Advent, I invite you to take the Ephesians 
text that is on the bookmark below and pray this prayer every day during     
Advent for all your friends and especially for all who worship together at  

Grace and Peace.  

Prayer for Grace and Peace  

Throughout Advent 

 

I pray that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know 

him, so that, with the eyes of your 

heart enlightened, you may know 

what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, and what is the               

immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe,           

according to the working of his 

great power.  

 

Ephesians 1:17-19 



Mission of Grace 

GIVING ROOM SUNDAY: 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
         

On the 3rd Tuesday of every month 
 

Our Next Dinner is Tuesday, 
December 16th  

Christmas Dinner 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 

This month’s dinner will be held at  
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Corner of 1st Ave and Franklin St. 
 

The Mission of Grace 
An outreach ministry of  

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 
 

(We will be at Emanuel LC until Spring!) 

 

YOU really do make a   

difference!  Please continue 

to your generous giving!  

Below is the list of items we 

need for winter. 

The Mission of Grace is collecting gently 
used (clean): 

Coats 
Hats 

Gloves / Mittens  
Scarves 

If you would  please take a minute and 
look through your closets to see if you 
have something you no longer use that 

could bless someone else!   
Please bring them into the church.   



I hope that during November you have been practicing radical hospitality. I wrote about radical           

hospitality – the first of the four 'acts of love' which will make Grace and Peace the kind of church that 

people will want to be part of – in last month's newsletter. One of the reasons that folks who do not go to 

church stay away is that they do not like to feel judged. Radical hospitality is accepting and treating    

people like Jesus did. He loved and embraced sinners, thieves, unclean lepers and anyone who came to 

him. His message was loud and clear, “You are welcome and I love you just the way you are.” 
 

This month, I want to tell you about the second practice that we can adopt to make our church attractive 

to everyone. That is fearless conversation. Some people who do not attend church give as their reason, “I 

don't want to just be lectured to, or You don't care what I think, you just want to tell me about your way 

of seeing things.” We must let people know that their thoughts are welcome. Their doubts are welcome. 

And we have questions and doubts, too. 
 

A study done at the University of Rochester recently explored the length of time students could concen-

trate during a video or a lecture. The average attention span of the subjects was 6 (yes, six) minutes. After 

that time attention and retention fell off. That was not good news for most university lecturers, and it is 

not really good news for most preachers. After talking for a little more than five minutes, we should re-

member to change the subject or ask a question or tell a joke. One of the folks who do not attend church 

said during an interview, “Church is just a half hour of sing-along and a half hour of lecture.” Not a very 

exciting picture of church. 
 

How can we practice this thing called fearless conversation? When you are talking, keep it short. Re-

member the goal – to learn about the other person, how he or she thinks and feels. Care about how that 

person sees God. Care about what that person needs. Ask questions which cannot just be answered yes or 

no or with a one-word answer. What is one question you would like to ask God? Why that particular 

question? Now there's a conversation starter. 
 

What do you remember about last Sunday's sermon? What was the gospel lesson about? It's not the 

preacher's fault if most of us don't remember. People don't want to be lectured to (we don't either, truth be 

told). People want to ask questions. They want to share their own thoughts. They want to experience a 

relationship with God. They want to love and be loved. If we engage folks in conversation and share our 

ideas, we both learn something, and we learn it better than by being lectured to. 
 

It will take some practice for each of us to get good at fearless conversation. Remember the goal and 

think about ways to engage others in good two way dialogue. Radical hospitality and fearless conversa-

tion. Two ways for us to overcome the objections folks have to attending church. Two ways for us to 

think about and talk about. We might have to change ourselves and some of our habits. We might have to 

change the way we do church. If we are sincere about wanting to help people find a relationship with 

God, we might have to change. 
 

There are two more acts of love that can make our church attractive to people, Our answer to the objec-

tion some people have, that the church is just a bunch of hypocrites, is genuine humility. Our answer to 

the feeling that God is not relevant to life today is divine anticipation. I will talk about those actions in the 

next two newsletters. 

 

Until next time, 

Jeff 

Why Nobody Wants to Go to Church Anymore 



Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 
200 South Boeke  

Evansville, IN 47714 

 812-476-8201 
E-mail: gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
7:00 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

2 
 

3 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Advent  
         Service 

4 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 
 

5 6 
9- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
 7:30 AA Mtg. 

7 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 
2pm Women’s 
Christmas Party 
 

8 
7:00 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

9 
Youth Group 
6:30 Council 
Meeting 

10 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Advent  
         Service 
 

11 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 
 

12 13 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

14 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Children’s Service 
Communion 
BIG EVENT 

15 
7:00 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

16 
6:00 Meal at 
the Mission 

17 
9:30-1 Mission of 
       Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study 
7:00 Advent  
         Service 

18 
6:30 Fresh Air Com. 
7:00 Bible Study 

19 20 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

21 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
 

22 
7:00 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

23 
 

24 
6:00 Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
Christmas 

26 
 

27 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

28 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 
 

29 
7:00 Overeaters 
       Anonymous 

30 
 

31 
9:30-1 Mission of 
       Grace 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Women’s  
         Bible Study  
 

   

       
  

    

Deadline for  

January 2015 

Newsletter: 

MONDAY, 

December 22nd  



Church Council Members 
 

Synodical Authorized Minister – Roberta Meyer 
 

President – Luke Anderson 
 

Secretary – Don Smith 
 

Christian Education – Jeff Byrne 
 

Congregational Life – Toni Beumer 
  
Evangelism – Chris Byrne 
  
Fellowship – Ron Young 
 

Finance/Stewardship Team – Luke Anderson 
 

Property – David Meyer 
 

Social Outreach - Vicki Oshodi  
 

Treasurer – Brad Happe 
 

Worship and Music - Vicki Young 
 

Youth – Robin Zellner 
 

Vacancy Pastor - Rev. Tom Vanselow 

Our Mission is: 
To Proclaim God’s Grace 
And Share God’s Peace 

Through Love 
And Service 

To All. 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Children’s and Youth Sunday School 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Church Office: (812) 476–8201 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday 10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
 

Website: www.grace-peace.org 
Email: gracelc1937@yahoo.com 

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 

200 South Boeke Road 

Evansville, IN  47714-1330 
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