
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

GRACE AND PEACE  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

APRIL 2017 

 

The week starting with Palm Sunday and ending with the Easter celebration is called Holy Week.  We will 
begin Palm Sunday with a breakfast.   
Come join us at 8:30 am to share a meal together before we worship at 10:00 
am.   
During this week we see Jesus come into Jerusalem in celebration with Jesus riding on a donkey, and the crowd 
waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna!”  On this day, we read the Passion story during worship.  This is 
the story of the whole week…how the week, that started out in joy, sees Jesus praying for his life in the garden, 
arrested and crucified.  Then on that Sunday morning, we see the empty tomb and hear the news,  “Christ has 
Risen, He has Risen, Indeed!” 
The confirmation class invites everyone to start this week with them in prayer.  

 At 2:30pm at Grace and Peace in the Fellowship Hall they are having prayer sta-
tions, where everyone, young and old are welcomed to come experience prayer 
in a variety of ways.  It will be a great way to start the week. 

We come back together on Maundy Thursday to continue our Holy Week worship by observing the “Last Sup-
per.”  This is the day Jesus meets with the twelve disciples in the Upper Room and gives us the words we use 
every time we have Holy Communion. “This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me…”  

 Our Maundy Thursday service will be at Grace and Peace at 6:30 pm.  We will cele-
brate this service with the Fresh Air Community of Faith.   

Then on “Good Friday,”  our Holy Week worship continues by observing Jesus’ Crucifixion.  We will leave in  
silence remembering what Jesus did for us.  
Our Good Friday service will be at Grace and Peace at 7:00 pm. 
And then on Sunday, April 16 our worship comes to its climax with our celebration of Easter morning 
with Jesus’ Resurrection!   

Our Easter celebration is at 10:00 am. 

 



Meet J.D. Jones   

 

J.D. was born October 20, 1926 to Eugene and Odessa 

Jones in Diamond Kentucky near Providence Kentucky.  

J.D. is on his birth certificate, but the Army Air Force 

expected two names and no initials.  A classmate sug-

gested the name James Douglas, and that has been his 

name ever since.  J.D. was one of six children, three 

boys and three girls.  Only J.D. and his sister Estelle 

Moss are still living.  Married twice, J.D. has one son 

and two daughters.  He has seven grandchildren, a lot of 

great grandchildren and a few great great grandchildren. 

He said it is hard to keep them all straight, especially 

since most of them live out of town.  He and his wife 

Dorothy have been married since March 3, 1961 (that’s 56 years!).  J.D. says Dorothy 

is the best thing that ever happened to him. 

 

J.D. graduated from Rosewald High School in Providence.  He walked two miles to 

catch the bus.  There was a white school across from the bus stop, which he could not 

attend.  Instead he caught a bus and rode from Diamond to Clay, to Wheatcroft, to 

Dixon and to Providence – he was first on and last off.  The he did the reverse at the 

end of the school day. 

 

J.D.’s birthday fell late in the year, meaning he was not drafted until September 1945.  

About six weeks earlier the A bombs had fallen on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which 

led to the end of the war.  J.D. completed basic training at Sheppard Air Force Base in 

Whichita Falls, Texas.  He qualified for radio operator, but with the war ending there 

was no longer the need for operators.  Instead he became a clerk and served at Eglin 

Field in Florida and Brooks Field in Texas.  He also served at Lockbourne Army Air 

Field in Columbus Ohio, an all black base.  Lockbourne was the home to the 617th 

Bombardier Squadron and the 99th Pursuit Fighter Squadron.  The 99th was home to 

the now famous “Red Tails,” who had been trained as Tuskegee Airmen.  J. D. saw 

the Red Tail leader, Colonel B.O. Davis and noted he never smiled.  Davis would 

soon be promoted to Brigadier General.  Once J.D. came home from Eglin Field on 

furlough.  The nearby town had had an incident in which a black had thrown a beer 

bottle and hit the (white) Chief of Police in the head.  The police chief said no blacks 

better come to his town.  So, J.D. got a ride in a B-25 Mitchell bomber in the bomb 

bay doors.  Whew!  He did have a parachute.  

                    (continued next page) 

 



 

While traveling from San Antonio home, the troop 

train had a sign that said “No Colored Allowed Past 

This Point.”  When the train crossed the Mason Dixon 

line the conductor flipped over the sign and it said “No 

Smoking.”  J.D.  was discharged from Lockbourne Ar-

my Air Field in 1947.   

 

After his discharge, J.D. went back to work at Seeger 

Sunbeam, which would become Whirlpool.  Having working there during 

high school he had some seniority.  During the Korean War he was made a 

“lead man.”  Blacks were not yet allowed to be supervisors.  He gained the 

name “Cat” because he went to work dressed up.   1968 saw the first black 

supervisor.  A white friend encouraged J.D. to seek the job of supervisor.  

A white friend told me to go take a test to get a promotion.  He said if I 

didn’t he would kick my !**. This was the second time this supervisor had 

challenged J.D. to move up.  He did and was selected.  One white woman 

said she would not work for him.  The manager told the woman she had 

only been working there a short time, while J.D. had been there since 

1945.  He suggested that between the two he would choose to keep J.D.  

The woman stayed and eventually saw the error of her ways.  She and J.D. 

became friends and with tears in her eyes, she apologized for her behavior.  

J. D.  retired from Whirlpool on March 31, 1984, with 39 years and 9 

months on the job. 

 

After he retired, his wife was still working, and he had a baby granddaugh-

ter.  He took on the job of caring for the granddaughter.  He basically be-

came the “chief cook and bottle washer.”  He adored the baby and spent 

most of his time caring for her.   While he like to play basketball, that was 

mostly from his younger days.  He did admit to being pretty good. 

 

J.D.  joined Grace Lutheran church in 1980.  He was an usher at Grace and 

kept the job when the Grace and Peace were merged.  As you enter the 

sanctuary, you will be greeted by J.D.’s smiling face.  

 

Thank you, J.D. for your service to our country, our community, and our 

church. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Confirmation Class Prayer Event 
 

Do you know that there are a “gazillion” ways to pray?  Have you ever 
prayed with sand, or bubbles or Legos?  How about a pretzel prayer or a 
labyrinth prayer, a body prayer, or praying in color?   
 

The confirmation class is inviting everyone of all ages to a special “Prayer 
Event”. 
 
This Sunday, April 9 at 2:30pm at Grace and Peace in the Fellowship Hall 
they are having prayer stations, where everyone, young and old are wel-
comed to come experience prayer in a variety of ways.  It will be a great 
way to start Holy Week and preparation for Easter.   
 

  

 



Youth News 





 

 





2 - Timothy Moore 

3 - Imani Nutt 

4 - Wendy Horne 

6 - David Meyer 

8 - Laura Hildreth 

8 - Raven Lawrence 

10 - Elaine Musgrave 

11 - Robyn Zellner 

15 - Mikayla Eubanks 

 
Please contact the church if you or someone in your fami-
ly is sick, shut-in, hospitalized, or if there is a death in your 

family. 
 

Our Pastor, Roberta Meyer, will be available  
to come and visit you. 

 

Call the church office to set up an appointment  
(812) 476- 8201. Or email gracepeacelc1937@gmail.com 

This Month at Grace & Peace 

                           Friends With Compassion 

Friends With Compassion will meet on 

Thursday, April 13th at 10:00am. 
 

 

Colleen Furgerson will be the hostess and 

there will be a guest speaker.   

1- Tony & Colette Moricca 

Look Who We Saw... 

 

Church members  waiting to see “The 
Shack” at Showplace Cinemas. 

Ben Daugherty with daughter 
Ella at church. 



Mission of Grace 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
         

On the 3rd Tuesday of every month 
 
 

Our Next Dinner is Tuesday, 
                         April 18th 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Vegetables & Dessert 

 
 

The Mission of Grace 
An outreach ministry of  

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church, 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Christ Lutheran Church, Fresh Air Community of Faith, 

and Unity Church of Evansville  

Fellowship 

 

As spring begins emerges, so do little critters.  The church tries to 

stay one step ahead of any critters who want to come into the 

church.  To really make this work, we need everyone 

to help.  Please do not leave crumbs on the counters or floors.  Also, 

do not throw away liquids in the small waste baskets (Dump liquids 

in the bathroom sinks).  The bags we use always break making a 

mess in the bottom of the wastebasket.  Let's all work together to 

keep the church clean.  Thanks!  
 



Vacation Bible School 

Grace & Peace Weekend Vacation Bible School  

 

Camp Out - Getting S’More of Jesus 

 
 

     Friday Evening July 7th 

 and  

    Saturday Morning July 8th 

 

Make Plans to join us for a fun-filled VBS experience. 

Watch for more details in coming months 
 

We will need volunteers to help make this a success. 

Games - Crafts - Food - Music - Group Leaders 

  
Contact Donna Ricketts if you can help 

812-453-2552 or djricketts53@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:djricketts53@hotmail.com


Lutherans for Habitat  

The April Lutherans for Habitat meeting will be April 11, at 7pm, at the new Habitat Offices in 

Town Center (560 E Diamond Ave).  Please note this meeting is open to all Lutherans want-

ing to learn more about Lutherans for Habitat. 

 

At the March meeting we met with our Partner Family - Tim E.   
 

This year’s future homeowner for the 2017 Lutherans for Habitat Build is Tim E.  Tim has al-

ready attended his first Lutherans for Habitat meeting, has earned 182 hours of sweat equity 

thus far, and he is so grateful to be the beneficiary of the good work of the Lutheran communi-

ty.  Tim presently lives in an apartment in downtown Evansville.  Health issues forced him to 

have an early retirement.  Money is tight and structural problems in his current residence have 

rendered it virtually uninhabitable.  Mold and mildew are creating health problems for Tim and 

he is forced to keep his clothing outside his apartment just to keep the clothing dry.  Tim says, “I 

felt rather hopeless of ever finding a solution.  God, however, accomplished for me what I was 

unable to accomplish myself.  He put me in touch with Habitat for Humanity.” 

 

Thank you and God Bless 

Lutherans for Habitat 

In March, Pastor Roberta and I attended an engaging workshop entitled “The Digital Cathedral 

Networked Ministry in a Wireless World”  given by Lutheran Pastor Keith Anderson and spon-

sored by the Center for Congregations.  Pastor Keith invited us to explore our own Christian 

practice and outreach as it is applied in this wider, digitally networked, social world. While val-

uing our rich traditions he suggested that we honor how adaptable and robust these traditions 

can be when plugged into 21st century, digitally integrated ministries. Using the metaphor of 

our Church being “in Cathedral” he showed us his vision of what our own ministry could be-

come. We were presented a model where we reframe our understanding of “outreach” and take 

this outreach into our community in unique, unusual and creative ways such as meeting in cof-

fee houses, bars, pubs, libraries, prisons and where ever people gather.   Cathedrals are not to 

be viewed as stand-alone stone structures, but as an umbrella encompassing socially networked 

communities of people who have surprising range of spirituality and understanding of who God 

is for them. It isn’t about asking someone if they’ve found Jesus, but rather finding out who 

they are and what spirituality is for them.  It isn’t about filling the pews with new members, but 

instead creating relationships and interpersonal connections with everyone we come in contact 

with.  If anyone wants to learn more about how this model can apply to our congregation, talk 

with Pastor Roberta.   
 

        Mary Weimer 

Digital Cathedral Workshop 



Church Directory Photography Sessions 
 

Friday - May 12th      2:00 pm - 9:00 pm   

Saturday - May 13th  9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Please call the office at 476-8201 to schedule a session time for your family or sign up on 

Sunday after worship.   

 

Remember: Every family will receive a free 8 X 10 portrait and directory for participating.   
 



Scripture Readings  in APRIL 
 

Sunday Apr 2 – Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Psalm 130 (5) 

Romans 8:6-11  

John 11:1-45  

 

Sunday Apr 9 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday  

Matthew 21:1-11 (Procession with Palms) 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Psalm 31:9-16 (5)  

Philippians 2:5-11  

Matthew 26:14 
 

Holy Week  
 

Monday Apr 10 – Monday in Holy Week  

Isaiah 42:1-9  

Psalm 36:5-11 (7)  

Hebrews 9:11-15  

John 12:1-11  

 

 

Wednesday Apr 12 – Wednesday in Holy Week   

 Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Psalm 70 (1)                                                                       

Hebrews 12:1-3  

John 13:21-32  

 

Friday Apr 14 – Good Friday  

Isaiah 52:13—53:12  

Psalm 22 (1)  

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  

John 18:1—19:42  

 

 

Sunday Apr 16 – Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Day  

Acts 10:34-43  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (24)  

Colossians 3:1-4  

Matthew 28:1-10  

 

Sunday Apr 23 - Second Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  

Psalm 16 (11)  

1 Peter 1:3-9  

John 20:19-31  

Thursday Apr 13 – Maundy Thursday  

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14  

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (13)  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  

John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

Tuesday Apr 11 – Tuesday in Holy Week  

Isaiah 49:1-7  

Psalm 71:1-14 (6)  

1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

John 12:20-36  



Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 
200 South Boeke  Road 

Evansville, IN 47714 

 812-476-8201 
E-mail: gracepeacelc1937@gmail.com 

April 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

2 
9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Worship 
 

3 
6:00 Overeaters 

       Anonymous 

 

6:00 Women’s  

         Bible Study 

4 5 6 
7:00 Bible Study 

7 
 

8 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

9  Palm Sunday 
Palm Breakfast 8:30 
10:00 Worship 

Communion 

10 
6:00 Overeaters 

       Anonymous 

 

6:00 Women’s  

         Bible Study 

11   
7:00 pm 
Lutherans for 
Habitat Mtg 
(560 E Diamond 
Avenue)  

12 
 

13 
10:00 Friends Of 

Compassion  Mtg. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Svc 6:30 

 

7:00 Bible Study 

14 

Good Friday 

Svc 7:00 pm 

15 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

16 
Easter Sunday  
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Communion 

17 
6:00 Overeaters 

       Anonymous 

 

6:00 Women’s  

         Bible Study 

18 
6 - 8 pm    Mis-
sion of Grace 
Meal 
 

19 
 

20 
7:00 Bible Study 

21 
 

22 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg. 

23 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Communion 

24 
6:00 Overeaters 

       Anonymous 

 

6:00 Women’s  

         Bible Study 

25 26 27 
7:00 Bible Study 

28 29 
9:30- 1 Mission of 
        Grace 
7:30 AA Mtg.  
 

Youth Yard 

Sale 7 - 2 

 
Women  of ELCA 
Gathering  

30 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Communion 

      

Deadline for  

May 2016 

Newsletter: 

MONDAY, 

April 24th 



Church Council Members 
 

Pastor – Roberta Meyer 
 

President – Luke Anderson 
 

Secretary – Mary Weimer 
 

Christian Education –  
 

Congregational Life – Larry Johnson 
  
Fellowship – Linda  Heidorn 
 

Finance/Stewardship Team – Jeff Byrne 
 

Property – David Meyer 
 

Social Outreach - Vicki Oshodi  
 

Treasurer – Toni Beumer 
 

Worship and Music - Vicki Young 

Our Mission is: 
To Proclaim God’s Grace 
And Share God’s Peace 

Through Love 
And Service 

To All. 
 

Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

 

Church Office: (812) 476–8201 
Monday - Friday  

9:00a.m. -  1:00p.m. 
Roberta Meyer (812) 431-0075 

 
Website: www.grace-peace.org 

Email: gracepeacelc1937@gmail.com 

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 

200 South Boeke Road 

Evansville, IN  47714-1330 
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